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Nothing has changed in all of these in-
tervening years. Isn’t that interesting?
Almost everything else has changed,
but we still stick a gas pump in a gas
tank of a car—80 years ago, or today,
you pump the same gasoline. Quite re-
markable.

We can do better in this country. I
am not suggesting we wean ourselves
off gasoline in a short period of time,
but there is a car sitting out in front of
this Capitol from time to time, owned
by our friend from Utah, Senator BEN-
NETT, that runs on both gasoline and
electricity. It is one of the new hybrid
cars. I think that is kind of inter-
esting. I would like to see a whole fleet
of them in this country. I would like to
see that kind of technology. Perhaps
this is just the first step toward the
fuel cell, and taking the hydrogen out
of water and using it as a fuel, as some
say will happen with the new fuel cells.

The point is this, we can do a lot of
things. This country has the techno-
logical capability to do a lot of wonder-
ful things. But here we are, sitting on
the edge of this spin in this energy cri-
sis, with the price of natural gas dou-
bling, the price of gasoline $2 at the
pump and going north, and the price of
electricity in California going through
the roof, and blackouts occurring at a
time when California is only at about
two-thirds of its ultimate power needs
for the hot weather.

We have a mess on our hands. In
order to get out of this mess, all of us,
Republicans and Democrats, need to
figure out how we construct a strategy
on energy that is balanced—that in-
cludes production, conservation, effi-
ciency, and renewables. A good energy
policy that has all of those elements,
that represents the best of all of the
ideas brought to the table in this
Chamber, will serve this country well.

Feuding and fussing with an energy
strategy, then coming up with the
same tired old strategy we have had in
the past, just simply street-corner
chanting ‘‘production, production, pro-
duction’’—thinking that somehow that
will solve this country’s problem, is, in
my judgment, a road to nowhere.

I am anxious to see, and interested in
seeing, what the Vice President has
produced. Most of us in this Chamber
should be ready and willing to begin
working immediately with the Vice
President, the administration, and all
others, to both construct and demand a
balanced energy policy for this coun-
try.

The American consumers have long
deserved it and have never received it.
Americans don’t deserve to be held hos-
tage by foreign energy supplies over
which we have little control. They
don’t deserve to be held hostage with
respect to electric costs we can’t con-
trol and, therefore, have rolling black-
outs in one of our largest States. They
don’t deserve to have been held hostage
by gas pump prices over which they
have no control and very little under-
standing.

Tomorrow will be an interesting day.
I hope it is the first step on a journey

to begin constructing between Repub-
licans and Democrats an energy policy
that will really serve this country well.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maine.
(The remarks of Ms. COLLINS and Mr.

WARNER pertaining to the introduction
of S. 904 are located in today’s RECORD
under ‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills
and Joint Resolutions.’’)

f

DOUBTS ABOUT THE DEATH
PENALTY

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I rise
to speak on the disclosure late last
week that the Government had failed
to share thousands of pages of evidence
with defense attorneys in the case of
Timothy McVeigh.

Let me first say that my thoughts
and prayers are with the victims and
families who lost loved ones as a result
of this horrific, cowardly act. My heart
goes out to them. For them, this can-
not help but be a very difficult time.

Sadly, their ordeal has only been ag-
gravated by the national spectacle sur-
rounding McVeigh’s planned execution
and now this latest revelation of the
mishandling of his case. This latest un-
foreseen turn must only add to their
anger, their pain, and their grief.

There is no question that McVeigh
should be punished severely for this
heinous crime. On that, there can be no
disagreement.

But the FBI’s belated release of these
thousands of documents highlights the
fact that the Federal Government’s ad-
ministration of the death penalty, even
in the most highly scrutinized of cases,
is fallible.

At his press conference Friday, Presi-
dent Bush said:

Any time we’re preparing to carry out the
death penalty, we have a solemn obligation
to make sure that the case has been handled
in full accordance with all the guarantees of
our Constitution. The very foundations of
our democracy depend on our ability to as-
sure our citizens that in all criminal cases,
and especially in the death penalty, defend-
ants have been treated fairly.

I agree with President Bush.
But if this kind of gross failure can

occur in a case managed by the most
competent, professional law enforce-
ment agency of which we know, doubts
must arise with regard to the Govern-
ment’s ability in every capital case ‘‘to
assure . . . that defendants have been
treated fairly.’’

And if this kind of dereliction occurs
in a case vigilantly observed under the
television klieg lights, doubts must
arise that this Nation has made sure
that other capital defendants’ cases
have ‘‘been handled in full accordance
with all the guarantees of our Con-
stitution.’’

And if this kind of deficiency can
take place when dedicated and well-
trained counsel have labored and dili-
gently applied themselves to ensure
fairness for this defendant, doubts
must arise that this Nation is in all

death penalty cases delivering the jus-
tice on which ‘‘[t]he very foundations
of our democracy depend.’’

To honor ‘‘the guarantees of our Con-
stitution,’’ we must ensure the fairness
of the entire process by which the Gov-
ernment applies the death penalty—
from arraignment, to trial, to sen-
tencing.

And to ensure that ‘‘defendants have
been treated fairly,’’ we must ensure
equity in treatment for all defendants,
regardless of where in the Nation they
live or what the color of their skin.

In these respects, the case of Tim-
othy McVeigh does not present the
Bush administration its most difficult
test. For the McVeigh case lacks the
questions of innocence, regional dis-
parity, and discrimination that haunt
so much of death row.

After McVeigh’s, the next scheduled
Federal execution is that of Juan Raul
Garza. Because of questions raised
about regional and racial disparities in
the Federal death penalty system, his
execution was stayed until June 19.
When he stayed the execution, Presi-
dent Clinton instructed the Justice De-
partment to conduct a study to deter-
mine the causes of those regional and
racial disparities.

Observers of justice in America will
await how the Justice Department and
the President review these questions.
Until these questions are resolved, and
until we are certain of the fairness of
the process, the Government should
not execute Juan Raul Garza. These
questions may provide the weightiest
test of Attorney General Ashcroft and
President Bush in the weeks to come.

f

TAX CREDITS FOR HYBRID
VEHICLES

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, tomorrow
the administration will unveil its en-
ergy plan. From the early reports we
have been given, I am concerned that
the proposals are too heavily weighted
on the production side and fail to ade-
quately address the need for conserva-
tion. One bright note that I have found
is a general support for hybrid vehicles,
the topic that I wish to address briefly
today.

Specifically, I want to voice my sup-
port for legislation creating a hybrid
vehicle tax credit. A hybrid vehicle
combines an electric motor and battery
pack with an internal combustion en-
gine. The engine and the electric motor
work in tandem, with either system
providing primary or secondary power
depending on driving conditions. For
example, when stopped at a light, the
vehicle shifts from an internal combus-
tion engine to electric power and then
back again upon acceleration. In addi-
tion, the batteries are re-charged dur-
ing operation, eliminating the need for
an external charger. This is new tech-
nology and the result of years of hard
work.

I would like to see my colleagues join
me in passing legislation to create a
tax credit that would encourage con-
sumers to purchase hybrid vehicles. I
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